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Table 1 Average abundances (%) of major elements on a volatile—free basis for

F1 JRARBEE TELADEFELZTHEE (D

various groups of sandstone

G5 FEMEL Na,0O MgO  ALO;  SiO;  P,Os KiO CaO  TiO; MnO Fe03 FeO  SHICHK
T A
1 6 025 025 1129 78.66 373 115 044 006 419 [8]
2 1 030 04 3.1 8852 11 527 029 012 47 089 B31]
3 21 011 018 511 9123 005 107 11 037 001 077 [18]
4 2 013 03 74 8795 003 153 070 051 006 139 [18]
5 4 009 005 46 9303 012 010 0.16 064 002 1I8 [32]
6 6 110 011 335 9322 005 047 066 019 006 0.77 [33]
7 6 039 001 344 9385 003 053 065 028 009 075 [33]
8 3 1.64 148 993  82.00 211 041 032 001 21 [33]
9 6 018 011 294 9506 003 083 007 013 001 064 [34]
10 4 009 033 142 93.06 0.03 009 004 013 481 [34]
11 25 073 109 924 8194 008 212 018 051 007 175 230 [35]
12 7 139 101 753 8569 0.13 133 019 050 002 056 163 [5]
13 7 091 04 807 878 008 130 010 028 003 054 049 [36]
14 12 078 104 658 8668 011 117 093 032 006 09 14 [36]
15 6 153 107 675 8373 011 117 270 053 011 078 152 [36]
16 3 195 045 692 8517 009 171 109 038 008 139 0.77 [36]
17 8 077 145 908 7893 009 109 032 058 019 749 37]
TRZ T
18 15 049 392 1573 6397 021 547 224 084 008 7.5 [38]
19 10 268 342 1398 6272 022 286 677 089 010 637 [38]
20 10 348 252 1171 6847 0.16 209 51 074 009 563 [38]
21 10 243 379 1416 6323 018 191 384 128 012 907 [38]
22 3 372 197 1564 67.28 27 372 068 007 422 31]
23 3 320 195 1558 67.38 244 459 063 008 4.14 31]
24 16 296 321 1386 7065 013 162 148 076 008 526 [39]
25 14 236 324 1075 7000 022 182 502 118 014 527 [40]
26 17 116 326 1859 6216 0.14 453 299 083 005 223 407 [41]
27 7 262 467 1562 6423 022 237 250 094 010 481 202 [6]
28 3 378 461 1611 6320 023 205 237 094 010 265 4.06 [6]
29 2 461 249 1716 5973 047 236 417 114 011 360 427 [6]
30 6 434 201 1591 6633 023 200 371 059 010 309 180 [6]
31 4 519 183 1558 6509 030 198 368 072 010 192 3.72 [6]
g3 3% L4
32 1 231 126 1058 73.99 168 6380 063 006 2.68 31]
33 12 313 108 1441 7135 010 327 259 047 009 121 228 [22]
34 6 037 214 1219 7131 021 187 585 066 008 467 0.5 [26]
35 5 165 351 1023 7144 018 179 584 069 007 112 349 [30]
36 3 275 136 1463 7177 007 332 142 052 005 381 028 [42]
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G5 FEMEL Na,0O MgO  ALOs  SiO; P0s K;O CaO  TiO; MnO Fe0Os FeO  ZH IR

37 10 1.79 2.35 1348 7282 0.14 270 161 0.71 0.07 4.34 [43]
38 5 1.22 0.12 16.58 7195 0.07 331 023 062 0.10 5.35 0.44 [44]
39 4 2.86 1.89 1265 7373 0.13 258 226 0.51 0.09 2.85 0.43 [44]
40 3 3.85 1.76 1354 7381 0.11 277 149 039 0.06 1.78 0.46 [44]
41 47 3.02 2.29 13.29 7081 0.16 240 225 0.69 0.07 5.02 [29]
42 17 2.79 2.36 1342 70.64 0.15 244 245 070 0.07 4.99 [29]
43 6 2.90 3.29 1573 6449 0.16 343 241 073 0.08 6.77 [29]
PNGTELS

44 2 4.13 2.14 13.21  70.51 195 352 054  0.06 3.95 [31]
45 4 3.51 2.57 15.83  66.54 264 295 072 012 5.13 [31]
46 4 3.61 1.93 13.85  70.31 310 325 047  0.06 3.40 [31]
47 14 2.64 3.00 16.13 654 012 337 199 076 0.09 6.50 [29]
48 29 2.52 1.49 1225 7438 0.12 182 266 0.66 0.08 1.04 296 [5]

49 9 3.24 191 1247 7314 0.17 155 226 0.62 0.07 1.08 3.48 [28]
50 15 1.89 1.8 13.44 7367 0.16 189 18 0.64 0.07 1.31 3.24 [28]
51 14 2.89 1.63 1352 7395 0.16 189 131 0.64 0.06 0.73 3.24 [28]
52 7 3.11 3.39 13.86  68.65 197 269 082 0.10 3.84 1.68 [6]

53 3 2.84 3.42 1352 69.2 163 3.06 086 0.10 2.00 3.48 [6]

54 7 1.72 2.49 13.03 647 0.14 233 595 066 0.07 539 3353 [45]
55 8 1.95 228 13.67 6975 0.13 3.18 209 0.60 0.05 409 220 [45]
56 5 3.64 2.96 16.73  67.64 207 099 048 0.08 5.42 [32]
57 14 2.75 2.10 16.15 69.3 0.14  3.13 098 0.8 0.07 1.56 3.01 [46]
PNETL

58 3 210 2435 1092 46.26 0.85 494 076  0.19 9.64 [31]
59 2 3.65 3.92 17.87 5320 1.18 979 098 0.17 9.24 [31]
60 2 4.09 3.86 16.04  57.55 1.53 6.14 128 0.17 9.35 [31]
61 2 4.08 3.86 16.04 5753 152 6.16 128 0.17 9.35 [31]
62 2 3.67 2.40 17.19  60.60 . 1.59 787 0.65 0.13 5.90 [31]
63 4 3.57 3.70 17.38 6139 1.45 4.8 0.8 0.13 6.79 [31]
64 2 2.99 4.03 1537 5763 012 045 8.61 0.8 0.18 9.82 [47]
65 5 2.40 4.34 1490 5536 006 0.63 841 089 0.17 12.84 [47]
66 3 2.46 4.14 15.85 5729 009 0.74 7.5 0.87 017 10.89 [47]
67 7 3.62 5.97 18.39 5359  0.06 1.04 705 076 021 931 [47]
68 7 3.25 7.09 1724 5416 007 067 754 061 019 917 [47]
69 11 4.78 2.74 16.37 5920 0.18 1.16 762 087 0.26 1.73 5.02 [5]
70 18 4.73 2.23 1235 6036  0.22 1.21 651 052 031 6.00 [48]
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Table 2 Correlation coefficient (n=478) of major elements in sandstones
Na,O MgO Al,0O4 S10, P,0s5 K,0 CaO TiO, MnO FeOT
Na,O 1.00
MgO 0.21 1.00
ALOs 0.37 0.27 1.00
S10, -0.39 -0.60 -0.27 1.00
P,0s 0.06 0.20 -0.39 -0.72 1.00
K,0 -0.13 -0.02 0.57 -0.05 -0.26 1.00
CaO 0.27 0.40 0.30 -0.36 -0.09 -0.09 1.00
TiO, 0.22 0.21 -0.21 -0.68 0.75 -0.17 -0.02 1.00
MnO 0.15 0.37 -0.18 -0.72 0.74 -0.28 0.18 0.67 1.00
FeOT 0.25 0.58 0.52 -0.64 0.11 0.13 0.42 0.29 0.44 1.00
[E:FeOT N2,
%3 RUBATYREDEHIKEZEETREHEXRL
Table 3 Correlation coefficient of major elements in sandstones derived from
craton interior provenance
N=129 NaO MgO Al;03 Si02 P,0s K20 CaO TiO2 MnO FeOT
Na,O 1.00
MgO 0.349 1.00
Al,O3 0.280 0.617 1.00
S10, -0.381 -0.758 -0.925 1.00
P20s 0.185 0.415 0.200 -0.300 1.00
K,0 0.144 0.283 0.781 -0.738 0.013 1.00
CaO 0.209 0.250 0.174 -0.355 0.243 0.182 1.00
TiO2 0.193 0.441 0.630 -0.632 0.309 0.429 0.169 1.00
MnO -0.001 0.245 0.069 -0.258 0.159 -0.013 0.158 0.063 1.00
FeOT 0.111 0.667 0.534 -0.742 0.246 0.371 0.098 0.401 0.534 1.00
£ :FeOT N2,
x4 MEEIIR AU F ERTRERBXRE
Table 4 Correlation coefficient of major elements in sandstones derived from
continental-margin arc provenance
N=115 Na2O MgO Al;03 S102 P,0s K20 CaO TiO2 MnO FeOT
Na,O 1.00
MgO -0.301 1.00
Al,O4 -0.271 0.198 1.00
SiO, 0.190 -0.653 -0.624 1.00
P,0s 0.129 0.105 0.027 -0.217 1.00
K20 -0.712 0.159 0.617 -0.404 -0.025 1.00
CaO 0.146 0.185 -0.379 -0.331 0.142 -0.264 1.00
TiO, -0.157 0.375 -0.141 -0.256 0.059 -0.097 0.098 1.00
MnO 0.121 0.337 -0.448 -0.141 0.147 -0.396 0.440 0.582 1.00
FeOT -0.297 0.606 0.391 -0.677 0.131 0.227 -0.075 0.581 0.314 1.00

¥ :FeOT N AL
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Table 5 Correlation coefficient of major elements in sandstones derived from the
provenance of collisional orogenic belts

N=54 NaxO MgO ALOs Si02 P20Os K20 CaO TiO2 MnO FeOT
NayO 1.00
MgO -0.207 1.00
AlOs -0.047 -0.263 1.00
Si0, 0.202 -0.337 -0.735 1.00
P20s -0.434 0.620 -0.017 -0.429 1.00
K20 -0.156 -0.275 0.716 -0.477 -0.093 1.00
CaO -0.354 0.624 -0.382 -0.267 0.536 -0.383 1.00
TiO2 -0.658 0.429 0.220 -0.501 0.597 0.063 0.290 1.00
MnO -0.023 0.029 0.138 -0.282 0.298 -0.071 0.213 0.237 1.00
FeOT -0.519 0.291 0.536 -0.788 0.481 0.248 0.220 0.761 0.253 1.00
E . FeOT N2k,
# 6 KSR Ak FESTRBEXRL
Table 6 Correlation coefficient of major elements in sandstones derived from
continental island arc provenance
N=102 NaO MgO AlO3 Si02 P20s K-,0 CaO TiO2 MnO FeOT
NaO 1.00
MgO 0.129 1.00
AlO3 0.221 0.409 1.00
SiO2 -0.147 -0.774 -0.725 1.00
P05 -0.272 -0.159 -0.186 0.140 1.00
K0 -0.205 0.125 0.507 -0.401 -0.046 1.00
CaO -0.157 0.298 -0.219 -0.380 -0.052 -0.172 1.00
TiO2 0.038 0.481 0.391 -0.481 0.074 0.219 -0.023 1.00
MnO 0.095 0.442 0.075 -0.359 -0.162 -0.251 0.363 0.180 1.00
FeOT -0.191 0.688 0.398 -0.808 0.088 0.223 0.353 0.417 0.362 1.00
IE:FeOT N2,
F7 KESITWREWEHIKLFEETRBHERXRE
Table 7 Correlation coefficient of major elements in sandstones derived from
oceanic island arc provenance
N=60 NaxO MgO Al03 Si02 P20s5 K20 CaO TiO2 MnO FeOT
NaO 1.00
MgO -0.229 1.00
AlL,O3 0.265 -0.060 1.00
Si0; 0.212 -0.012 0.958 1.00
P2Os -0.264 -0.112 -0.957 -0.972 1.00
K20 0.386 -0.046 0.636 0.639 -0.615 1.00
CaO -0.069 0.005 0.760 0.762 -0.785 0.219 1.00
TiO; 0.185 -0.168 -0.715 -0.771 0.686 -0.414 -0.652 1.00
MnO -0.249 -0.064 -0.830 -0.887 0.853 -0.576 -0.697 0.718 1.00
FeOT 0.063 0.133 0.413 0.391 -0.527 0.108 0.473 -0.095 -0.151 1.00
IE . FeOT N 2%k,
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(AlL,O4+FeOT)/(Na,0+K,0)

Si0,/(MnO+Ti0,)/100 MgO+CaO

E 1 W E P IEAEE (ALO+FeOT)/ (Na,O+K,0)
—Si0,/(MnO+TiO,)/100—MgO+CaO =11 &l fi#
A—SE AL NS (250 B ) s B—REZOR (15 ) s C—RE S 14
(E =08 s D— Kb 59 9 (5 D2 ) s E— T 3 (8= 9% )
Fig.1 Ternary diagram of (ALO;+FeOt)/(Na,O+K,0)
=510,/ (MnO+Ti0,)/100-MgO+CaO
for the sandstone provenance environment
A—Craton interior (hollow circle) ; B—Continental—margin arc (cross);
C—Collisional orogenic belt (regular triangle) ; D—Continental island—

arc (hollow diamond); E—Oceanic island—arc (inverted triangle)
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Table 8 Standardized canonical discriminant
function coefficients

i
ok
1 2 3 4 5
NaO 0.238 0591 0225 0.073 -0.084
MgO 0.164 -0.091 0822 0227 1877
AlLO; 0.554 -0368 0.778 -0.661 2.493
Si0, -0.488 -0.211 1399 0256 2917
K20 0414 0852 -0.115 0.855 0.391
CaO 0339 -0.130 0265 0.625 1582
TiO, 0.056 0287 1084 0447 0.134
MnO 0.209 -0.617 0.089 0265 0379
R AEAE 9711 1797 0.180 0.108  0.055

Jj ZE kR 819 152 1.5 0.9 0.5
Rty zdkimk% 819 971 986 995  100.0
MEAHOCREL 0952 0802 039 0312 0.229

Govte 0.024 0259 0.725 0855 0.948
FeO R 2%k

AR Wilks” Lambda {0, 3 S8 #S 356 IA T 77 % £CH8 /9 540 51 B
Sy MR HE5E (2 8) 1M B3 F4 A F5 H Al A B B0 28 1k A AR /1N
A, 70 FEAb A 200 F AU T 2 A Rk 0 O AR R
UF R A3 25 S (3% 9), 88.8% F- S4B it A 4 T 1 56 43 4H B 6% 1E
ikl 4y

R 2 20 (1) % A5 A A S S 85080 I T 050 75 7 R A
F2 SRR R D F Dy, 3R x5, .00, x, TR
FH AR 9 N FEXRREAMYE T E, W a,b;,c.,p;
A& A b o L 1 0 31 5 A2 R B0(F 10)  AE R B ST B2 1A
SEfE (B 2), ALO; F SiO, fH X1 77 F F1 A 38R I sk, 3t
WA 7 9 R A8 T o A A 3 K A B2 i), A T 3 1 3 39 il
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AR Gazzi—Dickinson B9 B EA Gt 111250 GRS Y
a0 o TR T 2 B 03 R e O oA A M B R ) DR
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A5 A BE ik e 25152 FE X R 00 T H BESR B T Hu IR A6 4317 09
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Table 9 Classification based on the function discrimination

o 4l
g R Bt
A B c D E

A 17 0 0 0 0 17

A~ H B 0 12 1 1 0 14
c 0 0 12 0 0 12

D 0 1 1 11 0 13

E 0 0 0 0 13 13

For 0 0 0 1 0 1

A 100 0 0 0 0 100

153 H(%) B 0 85.7 7.1 7.1 0 100
c 0 0 100 0 0 100

D 0 7.7 7.7 84.6 0 100

E 0 0 0 0 100 100

e 0 0 0 100 0 100

1 . 88.8% 1 43 21 5 T S o 4 — B

F 10 FEFRERCERHIZI A RRE
Table 10 Unstandardized canonical discriminant
function coefficients

Ji

R
1 2 3 4 5

Na, O  0.267 0.663 0.252 0.082  -0.094

MgO  0.068  -0.037 0.338 0.093 0.771
AlLO; 0259  -0.172 0.364  -0.309  1.167
Si0,  -0.122  -0.053 0.351 0.064 0.732

KO  -0.503  1.035 -0.140  1.038 0.475

CaO  0.193  -0.074 0.151 0.356 0.902

TiO, .330 1.687 6.369 2.623 0.785

MnO 5840 -17.250  2.489 7.421  10.603
OE 4.320 3.051 -35.701 -6.840 -74.164

AR, BT SR Z MY A3 R A KA
BSA AT B8 I A RLE AT B0 b BB T LR B o R
TE LR R T LU E FE D & b DL Se 4 o F X
FE AT AT 45 v 32 o 70 38 A R 2R % ok O L R H rh g
ER IE AO Az S e R/ v (1
Qel=Si—(K+Na)x5+2—Ca—Al+2—(Fe+Mg)
Fel=(Al+Na+Na)-2
Lel=(Fe+Mg)+2+Ca+2—(Al-K—Na)=4+Ti+Mn
Pel/Fel=(Al-K+Na)+(Al+K+Na)

b FRITRMWER & =2 & x 1 XUN £
HITR B TR A Y 0 T 8 Qel. M EHITR (FERH
)RR YT B Fel M 8 IT R RN W KA H B Lel.
M EHITTR R R B SENES 8 % B Pel/Fel. M EHITREIR

B 2 WA YIRS FL—F2 200 E fi#
A—TEPLaE N (2SO )  B—BEZ IR (TR
C— R 1A (IE = M) ; D—KRE S IR (2028,
E— K IE = MIE)

Fig.2 F1—F2 plot of sandstones for provenance discrimination

A—Craton interior (hollow circle) ; B—Continental—margin arc (cross);
C—Collisional orogenic belt (regular triangle) ; D—Continental island—

arc (hollow diamond) ; E-Oceanic island—arc (inverted triangle)

R AT S A R Y PR 45 B R OT RN B R i

A5 07 388 DAY TS 1 DR Bl 5 IR it ¢ B DR B O, A B
W IZ R D BEER BT ) B A S T BT £ (R 1), X —
ARk A S A B ST DL Qel (Fel T Lel S 3 JC B9 — £ H41 3l
Pl i (18] 3) b FEICHE B INER B F AHC A /KA S Ry
KEZHET K& AR DA i R K R
HH R $8E 2 1L e 2 SO R 5 N A S () AR ) L 0
TYHN 4 R XA B A
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Table 11 Discriminant parameters for molar percentages
of major elements in five different provenances
tectonic environments

— =
%fﬁf i gﬁﬁ% KBRS RS
Qel 1.21 0.36 0.57 0.50 0.065
Fel 0.09 0.22 0.20 0.21 0.23
Lel 0.019 0.085 0.056 0.063 0.163
Pel/Fel 0.92 0.95 0.95 0.97 0.99

Fel ) Lel

K3 BB Qel—Fel—Lel #5114 fif
A—Se Bl IR (ZS O ) s B—R IR (T FIE )
C—Hli 4 & 7 (IE = fJE) ; D— KB B I (202 )
E—R¥ &N =fIE)
Fig.3 Qel—Fel—Lel plot of sandstones for provenance
discrimination
A—Craton interior (hollow circle) ; B—Continental—margin arc (cross);
C—Collisional orogenic belt (regular triangle) ; D—Continental island—arc

(hollow diamond) ; E-Oceanic island—arc (inverted triangle)

5 IR
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B, BB KO/ Na,O fB 7 80# AR 5 46 45 B b i e e T | 52
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Major element characteristics of sandstones and
provenance analysis of basins

YANG Jiang—hai, DU Yuan—shang, XU Ya—jun, ZHU Jie

(Key Laboratory of Biogeology and Environment Geology of Education Ministry of China, China University of Geosciences,
Wuhan 430074, Hubei, China)

Abstract: Major element characteristics of sandstones from different kinds of basin are a function of particular
provenance types and tectonic environments, and provenance analysis of basins may be performed using major
element diagrams. Based on previous research, the authors selectively collected 569 major element data of
sandstones with different tectonic environments, which are divided into 70 sets of average values. According to
related references, the authors identify five kinds of provenances and tectonic environments: craton interior,
continental arc, collisional orogenic belts, continental island arc and oceanic island arc. Based on an integrated
analysis of the correlation between major elements in the sandstones collected, by using the correlation coefticients
of the whole and major elements in sandstones derived from different provenances, the authors obtain five
assemblages of major element oxides: SiO,, ALO;+FeOT, K,;O+Na,O, MnO+TiO, and MgO+CaO, and then a
triangular discriminant diagram of  (ALO; +FeOT)/(Na,O +K,0) —SiO,/(MnO +TiO,)/100 —MgO +CaO 1is
established. Two discriminant functions, F1 and F2, which are correlated with SiO,, CaO, MgO, FeOT, KO,
MnO, ALO; Na,0O and TiO,, are gained by a discriminant function analysis of the collected data and a
discriminant diagram of tectonic environments for two—variable (F1 and F2) provenances is established. According
to the main elements in detrital grains of sandstones, the contents of quartz, feldspar and basic lithic minerals in
the sandstones are analyzed using the molar percentages of the major elements to constrain the provenances. The
constructed Qel —Fel —Lel diagram not only reflects the discrimination of the provenance and tectonic
environments of sandstone by major elements but also approximately shows the composition of fragments in
sandstones in related environments.

Key words:sandstone ;major element;provenance ;tectonic environment
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