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Abstract: Progressive metamorphic belts occur extensively in Chinese Altay. The depositional time and provenance of the
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metasediments in the metamorphic belts are critical for understanding the rock— forming process and the evolution of the orogen.
Based on petrological analysis, the authors conducted LA—ICP—MS U—Pb analysis of detrital zircons from the quartzite narrowly
interbedded in the metamorphic belt and yielded 100 concordant or nearly concordant ages with a range from (443+5) Ma to (2682+
19) Ma. Most of the detrital zircons have Cambrian ages of 486~540 Ma with the peaks between 527 and 535 Ma. One fourth of the
zircon grains show Neoproterozoic ages. A few detrital zircon grains formed in the Meso—Paleoproterozoic period and even in the
Archean period. Combining the youngest detrital zircon age with the emplacement time of the tonalite which directly intruded in the
metamorphic belt, it could be inferred that the protolith of the quartzite deposited between the Early Silurian and the Early Devonian
and later experienced metamorphism. The Cambrian and even younger detrital zircons were possibly derived from the
contemporaneous igneous rocks in the region. Since the lack of Precambrian rocks in the Chinese Altay, the Precambrian detrital
zircons may imply a hidden ancient basement in the region or could be ascribed to a faraway source from the neighboring block.
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Fig. 1 Geological map of the Altay region (modified after reference [17])
I —Altay Mountains ; Il —Northwest Altay; Ill —Central Altai; IV—Abagong Terrane; V —Erqis Terrane
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Fig. 2 Petrographic microphotos of the quartzite
Qtz—Quartz; Bt—Biotite ; Amp—Amphibole ; Ep—Epidote; a,b,d—Under plainlight; c—Under crossed nicols
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Fig. 3 CL images for the detrital zircons of the quartzite
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Table 1 U—Pb dating results for the detrital zircons of the quartzite

[F] . 2 FeALL/10°° K FE R/ Ma .
;ﬁ!qﬁé‘ Thm 206 238 207 235 207 206 206 238, 207 235 207 206 Dlsc
PO/ *U 1o PAPU 1o Pb/A"Pb 1o PO *U 1o *Pb” U 16 *PbA"Pb 1o
A7110

01 0514 00829 0.0009 0.6590 0.0301 0.0576 0.0027 514 6 514 24 516 103 0
02 058 00933 00011 07963 0.0593 00619 0.0045 575 7 595 44 670 157 4
03 0341 00910 00010 07511 0.0181 0.0599 0.0014 561 6 569 14 599 49 2
04 0104 0.1572 0.0016 1.5268 0.0204 0.0705 0.0008 941 10 941 13 942 24 0
05 0374 0.0836 0.0009 0.6653 0.0089 0.0577 0.0007 518 5 518 7 519 250
06 0756 00862 0.0009 07214 0.009 0.0607 0.0007 533 5 551 7 628 25 4
07 0708 0.1115 0.0012 0.9588 0.0137 0.0623  0.0008 682 7 683 10 686 270
08 0446 0.0825 0.0009 0.6634 0.0259 0.0583  0.0022 511 6 517 20 541 83 1
09 1273 0.0859 0.0009 0.6900 0.0153 0.0583 0.0012 531 5 533 12 540 47 1
10 0675 00819 00009 06665 0.0161 00590 0.0014 508 5 519 13 567 50 2
11 0375 00769 00008 0.6047 0.0108 0.0570  0.0009 478 5 480 9 491 36 1
12 0161 00874 00009 07049 0.0093 0.0585 0.0007 540 6 542 7 548 260
13 0464 00834 00009 06656 0.0280 00579 0.0024 516 6 518 22 526 89 1
14 0228 0.0865 0.0009 06984 0.0093 0.0585 0.0007 535 6 538 7 549 26 1
15 0253 0.0874 0.0009 07083 0.0093 0.0588 0.0007 540 6 544 7 559 25 1
16 0.861 00868 00009 06989 0.0093 0.0584 0.0007 536 6 538 7 545 260
17 0440 00880 0.0009 07092 0.0095 0.0584  0.0007 544 6 544 7 547 26 0
18 0488 00896 00010 07305 0.0264 0.0591  0.0021 553 6 557 20 571 76 1
19 0441 00878 00009 07117 00111 0.0588  0.0008 542 6 546 9 560 311
20 0359 00711 0.0008 0.5588 0.0365 0.0570  0.0037 443 5 451 29 492 144 2
21 0597 00773 0.0008 0.6260 0.0099 0.0587  0.0009 480 5 494 8 557 32 3
22 0705 01412 00017 13311 0.0803 0.0684  0.0041 851 10 859 52 880 124 1
23 0477 0.0908 0.0009 0.7391 0.0170 0.0591 0.0013 560 6 562 13 569 48 0
24 0768 0.5559 0.0057 139797 0.1818 0.1824  0.0021 2850 29 2748 36 2675 19 -4
25 0382 0.0883 0.0009 07175 0.0099 0.0589 0.0007 546 6 549 8 564 271
26 0714 01714 00018 1.6669 0.0223 00705  0.0008 1020 10 996 13 944 24 2
27 0743 04596 00048 10.1651 0.1838 0.1604  0.0028 2438 26 2450 44 2460 29 1
28 0229 03505 00037 66135 0.1004 0.1369 0.0017 1937 21 2061 31 2188 22 6
29 0580 0.0896 0.0009 0738 0.0103 0.0598  0.0007 553 6 562 8 595 27 2
30 0573 0.0828 0.0009 0.6623 0.0177 0.0580 0.0015 513 5 516 14 531 56 1
31 0539 0.0853 0.0009 0.6858 0.0117 0.0583  0.0009 528 5 530 9 541 35 1
32 0588 0.0970 0.0010 0.8499 0.0254 0.0635 0.0019 597 6 625 19 726 62 5
33 0101 00906 0.0009 0.7410 0.0100 0.0593  0.0007 559 6 563 8 578 26 1
34 0312 01065 0.0013 09068 0.0134 0.0618 0.0008 652 8 655 10 666 270
35 0493  0.1485 0.0015 14249 0.0208 0.0696  0.0009 892 9 899 13 917 27 1
36 0684 01626 00017 1.6548 0.0591 0.0738 0.0026 971 10 991 35 1036 71 2
37 0348 0.1747 00019 1.9494 0.0259 0.0809 0.0010 1038 11 1098 15 12190 23 6
38 0315 01010 00011 0.8460 0.0146 0.0608 0.0010 620 7 622 11 630 341
39 0618 01025 00012 0.8640 0.0199 0.0611 0.0013 629 7 632 15 644 46 1
40 0335 0.0889 00009 07217 0.0326 0.0589 0.0026 549 6 552 25 563 95 0
41 0308 0.0859 00010 07013 0.0140 00592 0.0011 531 6 540 11 576 41 2
42 0477 00856 00011 06950 0.0388 0.0589 0.0032 530 7 536 30 562 19 1
43 0376 01553 00017 1.5358 0.0384 00717 0.0018 931 10 945 24 978 51 2
44 0443 00870 00010 07060 0.0221 0.0589 0.0018 538 6 542 17 562 67 1
45 0500 01049 00013 0.8876 0.0328 0.0614  0.0025 643 8 645 24 653 86 0
46 0375 03307 00034 4.8301 0.0632 0.1059 0.0012 1842 19 1790 23 1731 21 3
47 0411 00853 00009 0.6928 0.0100 0.0589  0.0008 527 5 534 8 565 28 2
48 0.185 0.0817 0.0008 0.6515 0.0085 00578 0.0007 506 5 509 7 523 25 1
49 0554 00770 0.0008 0.6061 0.0094 0.0571  0.0008 478 5 481 7 496 311
50 0757 00851 0.0009 0.6834 0.0107 0.0582 0.0008 527 5 529 8 538 32 0
51 0651 05013 00052 12.6665 0.1629 0.1832  0.0021 2620 27 2655 34 2682 19 1
52 1.064 00798 00012 0.6505 0.1036 0.0592  0.0097 495 7 509 81 573 35 3
53 0417 0.0845 0.0009 0.6756 0.0089 0.0580  0.0007 523 5 524 7 530 260
54 0750 0.0854 0.0009 0.6920 0.0151 0.0588 0.0012 528 5 534 12 560 45 1
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A7110
55 1643  0.1292 00014 12479 00370 0.0701 0.0019 783 8 822 24 930 55 5
56 0779 00845 00009 0.6790 0.0142 00583 0.0011 523 5 52 11 541 43 1
57 0508 0.0831 0.0009 0.6764 00100 0.0590 0.0008 515 5 525 8 568 29 2
58 0613 00758 0.0008 0.6298 0.0099 0.0602 0.0009 471 5 496 8 612 31 5
59 0.828 00844 00009 0.6831 0.0090 00587 0.0007 523 5 529 7 555 26 1
60 0576 00725 00007 0.5723 0.0083 0.0573 0.0008 451 5 460 7 502 29 2
61  1.111 00816 00008 0.6477 0.0085 0.0576 0.0007 506 5 507 7 513 26 0
62 0651 00813 00008 0.6477 0.0087 00578 0.0007 504 5 507 7 522 26 1
63 0961 00808 00009 0.6639 0.0209 00596 0.0018 501 5 517 16 590 67 3
64 0298 0.1244 00013 1.1479 00154 0.0669  0.0008 756 8 776 10 835 24 3
65 0250 0.1746 00019 1.8628 0.0254 0.0774  0.0009 1037 11 1068 15 1131 23 3
66  0.163 0.1023 00012 09416 0.0162 0.0668 0.0008 628 8 674 12 830 26 7
67  0.654 00858 0.0009 07100 0.0146 0.0600 0.0012 531 5 545 11 603 42 3
68 0957 0.1233 00013 1.0984 00143 0.0646 0.0007 749 8 753 10 762 24
69  0.748 00857 0.0009 0.6970 0.0102 0.0590 0.0008 530 5 537 8 566 29 1
70 0475 03450 0.0036 5.8665 0.0766 0.1233  0.0014 1910 20 1956 26 2005 20 2
71 0348 00798 00008 0.6282 0.0084 00571 0.0007 495 5 495 7 497 26 0
72 0595 00794 00008 0.6270 0.0084 0.0573  0.0007 493 5 494 7 502 26 1
73 0393 00863 00009 0.6934 0.0092 0.0583 0.0007 533 6 535 7 541 26 0
74 0439 00852 0.0009 0.6850 0.0094 0.0583  0.0007 527 5 530 7 542 27 1
75 0782 00823 00009 0.6852 0.0126 0.0604 0.0010 510 5 530 10 618 37 4
76 0465 00784 00008 0.6198 00082 00574 0.0007 486 5 490 6 506 25 1
77 0317 00834 00009 07119 00157 00619 0.0013 517 5 546 12 670 45 6
78 0711 00862 00009 0.6925 00108 00583 0.0008 533 6 534 8 541 310
79 1013 0.358 00014 12556 00256 00671 0.0013 821 9 826 17 840 0 1
80 0.063 0.0799 0.0008 0.6548 0.0101 0.0595 0.0008 495 5 511 8 584 30 3
81 0521 00828 00009 06595 00188 0.0578 0.0016 513 5 51415 521 61 0
82 0413 00849 00009 07083 0.0092 0.0605 0.0007 525 6 544 7 622 25 4
83 0487 0.0813 0.0008 0.6515 0.0093 0.0581 0.0007 504 5 509 7 534 28 1
84 0278 0.0784 00009 0.6257 0.0407 0.0579 0.0037 486 6 493 32 526 141 2
85 0.758 0.0839 0.0009 0.6899 0.0220 0.059 0.0018 520 6 533 17 590 67 3
86 0420 00787 00008 0.6190 00081 0.0570 0.0007 488 5 489 6 493 25 0
87 0994 00816 00008 0.6513 00103 0.0579 0.0008 505 5 509 8 526 320 1
88  0.687 0.1195 00013 1.1408 00217 0.0692 0.0012 728 8 773 15 906 36 6
89  0.826 0.0863 00009 0.6957 00093 0.0585 0.0007 534 5 536 7 547 26 1
90 0331 00847 00009 0.6771 0.0090 0.0580  0.0007 524 5 525 7 530 26 0
91 0495 00863 00009 0.7008 0.0099 0.0589  0.0007 534 6 539 8 562 27 1
92 0282 0.0864 00009 0.6966 0.0091 0.0585 0.0007 534 6 537 7 549 25 1
93 0521 00865 00009 0.6965 0.0095 0.0584 0.0007 535 6 537 7 546 26 0
94 0404 00821 00008 0.6576 0.0098 0.0581  0.0008 509 5 513 8 534 30 1
95 0434 00866 00009 07012 00102 0.0588 0.0008 535 6 540 8 558 29 1
96 0391 00862 00009 0.6938 00094 00584 0.0007 533 5 535 7 544 26 0
97  0.647 00864 00009 0.6957 00102 0.0584 0.0008 534 6 536 8 545 29 0
98 0715 0.0868 0.0009 0.7007 0.0104 0.0586  0.0008 537 6 539 8 551 30 1
99 1205 0.1424 00015 1.3459 0.0339 0.0686 0.0017 858 9 866 22 886 50 1
100 0255 0.1850 0.0022 21272 00331 0.0834 0.0010 1094 13 1158 18 1279 24 6
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Fig. 4 U-Pb concordia diagrams for detrital zircon of the
quartzite
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Fig. 5 U—Pb distribution histogram for detrital zircon of the
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