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The discovery of the Paleoproterozoic syenite in Helishan, Gansu Province, and
its implications for the tectonic attribution of the Alxa Block
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Abstract: The tectonic affinity of the Alxa block has long been in debate. It may be part of the North China Craton (NCC), or
independent from the NCC during the Precambrian. The comparison of basements between the Alxa block and the NCC would be
helpful to solving this dispute, but the Alxa basement is relatively poorly studied due to limited outcrops, with most of available data
reported in eastern Alxa. Recently, a syenite that intruded into the Longshoushan Group has been sampled in Helishan area, western

Alxa, and both of them are unconformably covered by Sinian strata. The Helishan syenite is characterized by extremely enriched

Wi B HE:2019-03—-16; BB HH#H : 2019-09—-02
HEETH . E AR R H (DD20160083 ) FlH TR B 3L AR 55 25350 H (YWEF201708) A% Bl
TEF R : THR, B, 1988 474 it | BYBRAISE 61, 32 28 S5 A4 1 b Jo 4 N AE B 5 KB A ST 5 E—mail : wangzz@cags.ac.cno

http://geochina.cgs.gov.cn H1E LT, 2019, 46(5)



S a6 S5

TREYRAE  H I AL T b FRIE KA 18 5 0 R X BT 6 by R b A 3 e A ) RS 7 1095

K,O (13.77 %) and LREE [(La/Yb)x = 46.62], and shows distinct negative and positive anomalies of Nb— Ta and Pb— Zr— Hf,
respectively, with EM—1I type Sr—Nd isotope features (ena(f) = —5.05), implying partial melting of basaltic lower crust. Moreover,

LA—-ICP—MS zircon U—-Pb data indicate that this syenite was formed during Paleoproterozoic (1872 + 12) Ma and display records

of ~2.7 Ga crustal growth and ~2.5, 2.1 and 1.95 Ga magmatic activities. According to data from this study and previously published

data, the Neoarchean— Pelaoproterozoic basements and tectono— thermal events of the Alxa block and the NCC are

geochronologically consistent, indicating very close aftinity between them.
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Fig.1 Tectonic map of the Alxa Block (a,modified from Zhao et al., 2005) and Geological sketch map of the Alxa Block
(b,modified from Gong et al., 2012)
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SR, BT b e T FE R 28 LR R A 7 AR L
TR A RS AR ERAY B S R P R SR e
AL K I AR X (] 1) o A7 Wik 2 4l BE 2
BRI (~2.7 Ga; W EEH H IR X HLRT 7= )=,
1991; Bk 45, 2006) , {H H &I bk (1 DURLUAR i
Jatr iR (2.45~2.0 Ga;Dan et al., 2012), FLEZL
P 25 RS WA 2 K AR (52 FLAR
DX HB BT A 7™ JR, 1991) , i HAR 57 kLA A A Pl fig
JE BT o6 i AR (2.34~2.24 Ga; Bk T 4= 45, 2006;
Dan et al., 2012; Wu et al., 2014) , %7 fH =3k
(1999) % 7E Jp o L BEFE I K 1L 2 A R A5 oA A
(3.18 Ga) ) Sm—Nd FERFZRAE WS | (H T AF i 4% A U—
Pb 5B AR 45 R W AR R URUA (2.2~1.7 Ga) FIAE B
R R (2.17~1.91 Ga) &R Al GEIE W T 7t oo i 1R
(& Bk %5, 2002; # [E 22 4%, 2007; B U1 4 5,
2011) . MAM, Fii A2 H A B IL AR R B &R
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etal, 2017) ., {HARERMZ, LA HLX H #2178
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etal., 2013a) . FfH., Bl 5L 10 S5 0948 ARG =
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Fig.2 Field characteristics (a) and mineral assemblages (b, crossed nicols) of the Helishan syenite
Bt—Biotite; Mc—Microcline; Ms—Muscovite; Or—Orthoclase; P1—Plagioclase
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3 Tk
B 1R 0 B SR LAY B SRR 3k v SRS
FEXRCH BT F TR . AR i fad B S 2R
JEAE(2002) SCHk . 7RG F BB ST
IR E S A AR RN 2L B 534, I ISMIT-500 %445
KT 22 A5G B SR B A A K85 . 54 U—Pb AR
7 E b SRR A B = SR IRAE 5 i 52 B, IR SR
i Finnigan Neptune %Y 22 4 i %5 B 1 U 3% AL (MC—
ICP—MS) Al Newwave UP 213 AU #0631 i R Ge 40
B, VEAMERAE TR S 25 5 0] 2245 (2007, 2009) .
T E A IE 2% i Andersen (2002) , 18 50 & FI ARl ﬂ‘%ﬁ
I3 ISOPLOT 4.15(Ludwig, 2009) ., FAAN 5 57 B[]

A7 2 HAEAIFRAR IR IR 22 1o, ITACTERI4FE I R H
201R2 , BAGIE N 95%. MAEHHE W1,

G M e 2 A H ) SRR B
] ¢ b ot S g U o0 58 . E R TR S Al
AR PW4400 B X B, Hir, FeO
ARG I 5 B GB/T 14506.14-2010, HiAfth =545
b9 Er B IR I 7 v K3 GB/T 14506.28—2010,
T et o 3 F e 1 IS 4 PE300D 7 45
T RTEAN A 5 2K H% GB/T 14506.30-2010, 43
Bras R w22,

42 Sr—Nd [A) 7 Z R AE Hh [ M B R 2 e i
Fi5E T e . Herbr, Sr Rl & LU R H MAT262
Y [ 44 [R) o7 2 B3I 2 , SRM 987 B il 1

®1 ARUETHREKSE LA-ICP-MS$5A U-Pb EEHIE
Table 1 LA-ICP—MS zircon U - Pb data for the Paleoproterozoic syenite in Helishan

Al 3% A Y/ Ma .
M5 p—— prem— pvmp—— p—— p— vm—— EAIEE/% Th/10° U/10° Th/U
Pb/**Pb lo Pb/U lo Pb/2*U lo Pb/*Pb 10 *"Pb/*U 1o *Pb/**U lo
1 0.114440 0.001664 5.017675 0.088737 0.318370 0.003646 1872 21 1822 15 1782 18 95 186.22 304.93 0.61
2 0.114797 0.001610 5.147837 0.091605 0.325118 0.003481 1877 25 1844 15 1815 17 97 103.87 217.40 0.48
3 0.123427 0.003758 5.464166 0.170195 0.322998 0.004982 2006 55 1895 27 1804 24 90 7036 32.18 2.19
4 0.117310 0.001706 5.269447 0.102104 0.326070 0.004573 1917 21 1864 17 1819 22 95 102.57 150.09 0.68
5 0.114102 0.001604 5.283526 0.085895 0.336256 0.003539 1866 25 1866 14 1869 17 100 9426 147.57 0.64
6 0.114183 0.004050 4.680410 0.159668 0.301451 0.006960 1933 60 1764 29 1699 34 88 130.49 238.73 0.55
7 0.163831 0.001860 10.379742 0.150588 0.459717 0.004758 2495 19 2469 13 2438 21 98 95.76 189.87 0.5
8 0.115299 0.001284 5.308434 0.081375 0.333713 0.003615 1884 20 1870 13 1856 17 99 271.22 443.52 0.61
9 0.112773 0.001957 5.202999 0.101683 0.334722 0.003708 1856 32 1853 17 1861 18 100 55.03 85.68 0.64
10 0.116439 0.001656 5.032394 0.105341 0.313218 0.005477 1902 26 1825 18 1757 27 92 169.25 346.50 0.49
11 0.113461 0.001693 5.268591 0.098090 0.336705 0.004161 1857 28 1864 16 1871 20 101 75.09 130.39 0.58
12 0.116421 0.001623 5.157780 0.090048 0.321313 0.003929 1902 25 1846 15 1796 19 94 74.85 23490 0.32
13 0.129929 0.002378 6.802791 0.165656 0.378379 0.005399 2098 32 2086 22 2069 25 99 4045 5731 0.71
14 0.112517 0.001519 5.066841 0.071340 0.327001 0.003010 1840 24 1831 12 1824 15 99 199.74 178.11 1.12
15 0.113417 0.001396 4.869909 0.073721 0.311269 0.003243 1855 22 1797 13 1747 16 94 81.71 196.56 0.42
16 0.112875 0.001178 4.974941 0.060728 0.319421 0.002579 1846 19 1815 10 1787 13 97 260.86 621.51 0.42
17 0.163533 0.001542 10.393848 0.141033 0.460642 0.005004 2492 16 2471 13 2442 22 98 247.14 383.73 0.64
18 0.160779 0.001626 9.676856 0.121038 0.436229 0.003947 2465 17 2405 12 2334 18 95 181.14 230.13 0.79
19 0.113096 0.001495 5.181197 0.082486 0.332312 0.003790 1850 24 1850 14 1850 18 100 114.96 195.33 0.59
20 0.113586 0.001452 4.982631 0.079069 0.317538 0.003059 1858 23 1816 13 1778 15 96 44.64 179.47 0.25
21 0.117271 0.001922 5.265973 0.109857 0.324793 0.003894 1917 29 1863 18 1813 19 95 81.80 159.06 0.51
22 0.112576 0.001565 5.104952 0.088827 0.329051 0.004257 1843 25 1837 15 1834 21 100 84.16 231.18 0.36
23 0.118823 0.003814 5.185845 0.164244 0.319062 0.004984 1939 57 1850 27 1785 24 92 37.25 19.14 195
24 0.121214 0.002036 5.862185 0.157088 0.347949 0.005843 1976 31 1956 23 1925 28 97 40.09 11091 0.36
25 0.114652 0.001386 5.073111 0.072786 0.320769 0.003072 1876 21 1832 12 1793 15 96 101.37 227.11 0.45
26 0.113320 0.002452 5.088000 0.121102 0.325604 0.004182 1854 39 1834 20 1817 20 98 4345 122.18 0.36
27 0.113241 0.002114 5.258621 0.116763 0.336719 0.004502 1854 34 1862 19 1871 22 101 158.68 84.37 1.88
28 0.114611 0.001429 5.306895 0.079504 0.335550 0.003290 1874 23 1870 13 1865 16 100  299.69 348.49 0.86

HE AR SCE R =(Pb/?"U 444 2" Pb/"Pb 43 )x 100%.
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Table 2 Major (%) and trace element (10°) concentrations
of the Paleoproterozoic syenite in Helishan

*3 BRIEKSE Sr—Nd B EHE

Table 3 Sr—Nd isotopic compositions of the Helishan syenite

Rb/107° Sr/107°  ("Rb/*Sns  ("St/¥Sr)s  error(20)  ("Sr/“S)t
225 527 1.235415 0.738443  0.000015  0.705162
Sm/10™° Nd/107° (""Sm/"Nd)s (““Nd/"“Nd)s error(20) (“*Nd/"Nd)t
3.06 232 0.080276 0.510946  0.000009  0.509957
AR/ Ma enalt) Tom/Ma Towe/Ma fs

1872 -5.05 2505 2758 -0.59

SiO. 62.40 Tl 0.71
ALO; 18.39 Pb 36.6
CaO 0.27 Bi 0.11
Fe,O; 0.73 Th 8.85
FeO 0.94 U 1.24
K.O 13.77 Nb 7.18
MgO 0.76 Ta 0.47
MnO 0.03 Zr 144
Na,O 1.09 Hf 3.99
P,O; 0.04 Ti 1388
TiO, 0.24 W 0.62
CO; 0.11 As 0.10
H.O" 0.84 \Y% 17.3
LOI 0.58 Sc 3.04
Total 100.19 Y 4.6
A/CNK 1.07 Cr 2.50
Mg* 51.80 Sn 0.43
ALK 14.86 Sb <0.05
K.O/Na,O  12.63 La 35.1
o 11.38 Ce 65.5
Li 12.3 Pr 6.84
Be 0.55 Nd 23.2
Mn 225 Sm 3.06
Co 3.13 Eu 0.79
Ni 1.88 Gd 1.96
Cu 5.96 Tb 0.27
Zn 20.5 Dy 1.17
Ga 15.1 Ho 0.21
Rb 225.0 Er 0.55
Sr 527 Tm 0.08
Mo 0.18 Yb 0.54
Cd <0.05 Lu 0.10
In <0.05 >REE  139.37
Cs 1.68 (La/Yb)n  46.62
Ba 2211 6 Eu 0.92

K YSt/4Sr = 0.710243 + 12 (20), T 5318 LA #Sr/Sr
=8.37521 ¢ 1E o Nd [A] fi7 2 /Y M 3 {X % 7 Nu
Plasam HR %Y 2 422 it A S8 5 45 85 1 o1 35 X
(MC—ICP-MS) , 7M1 /7 ik 5 % K FE 55 (2017) o
IMC #g #fE %2 25 3 8 'Nd/"“Nd = 0.511123 + 10
(20), GSB FRfEM A2 25 5 K "*Nd/™Nd = 0.512440 +
10 (20), IRl 2K BTt 4318 R AT “Nd/"Nd = 0.7219 £%

1) s FRBER B, « % eI ZI PR 52) (TRb/“Sn)s Fil
(""Sm/"'Nd)s = HLHE Rb. Sr.Sm . Nd FY 4> ICP—MS I 5E {E A6 57 5 3)
(7St/*Sr)t=("Sr/*Sr)s — ("Rb/“Sr)s X (¢*—=1), A =1.42x10""a"'; (*Nd/"*Nd)
=("Nd/*Nd)s — ("Sm/"“Nd)sx (€ —1), A =6.54x107"/a s ns())=[("*Nd/ "Nt
/("Nd/ " Nd)cnor. — 1] X 10000,

iE, IHRZE RIS,
4 Srirsh

ARINERA P EA AIERER S, 2 N3
TEEHEIR , 4 5 58 0 234 i 43512 100~300 pm Al
80~200 pm, FB5-EE A HATZL S -S54, AT 85 A
HRAE T RAFIA IR 0 (161 3a) o 7 28 g
A EHET T 28 S AT ISR YR T 85% (& 3b, &
1), HTh U &840 5 K 37x10 °~300% 10 ° Fil 19 %
10°°~622x10°, Th/U L {H 4 0.25~2.19, 8 /" 5 A1 5
W o 2P/ Pb e WLAE I 11 43 A1 71 ] & 2495~
1840 Ma, H W] i HLAG~2.5 Ga F1~1.85 Ga W /NI (1
(3d) . Horp, M 07 .17 F1 18 ¥ F45 A1 4% |
([l 3a) , H:*"Pb/™Pb 4 4 1 AT 35 Sk (2484 +
20) Ma(MSWD = 0.95) 3 illl 120 55 13 {37 T~ 55 41 i
(&l 3a) , H:*"Pb/*Pb R MLAF: % 24 (2098 + 32) Ma; Il
R 6 FI 24 A7 TS A8 |, H2Pb/ " Pb FRMAE I
391 4(1933 + 60) Ma F1(1976 + 31) Ma; T 431K 22
AN SR A R (8] 3e) 2 T4 A s A R T
-8 - S5 F B BS A, 2P/ P AR A B I
SEE (1872 + 12) Ma(MSWD = 1.2; & 3e) .

HRIIE KA EA 1 E(Si0, = 62.40%) | & 4
(ALO; = 18.39%) . & i (ALK = 14.86% ) 4 HE (&
4a) , F5 ) 23R FUE A (K0 = 13.77% , K;0/Na,0 =
12.63) , 553 59 i (A/CNK = 1.07; K 4b) . HFf 4 5
o 139.37x10°°, 5% HAR 50 S B (Kl 4¢) , (La/
Yb)w HUAH N 46.62, Eu 54 A BH I 08 55 11 534 (6Eu =
0.92), KEFHAILREHE(Cs.Rb.Bads) , H
JLR (Y. Yb . Lu%E) , A B /) Nb—Ta i 54
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Fig.3 Cathodoluminescence (CL) images and zircon U—Pb concordia diagrams of the Helishan syenite

M Pb—Zr—Hf IFE 3 (K 4d) . AN, ZIF KA BA
EM—1 & [ {37 & FFAE (& Sa) , HA) 4R Sr/*Sr Fily)
If NA/ N 4351124 0.705162 F110.509957, exa() N 111
B (=5.05) FESMAT TR (£=—0.59) = T Kptitth
e YK (f.=—0.4; Depaolo et al., 1991; Wu et al.,
2005) , T4 AR B AT BB Nd AR AR 50-51)
412505 Ma £112758 Ma([&] 5b) .

5 1F #©

51 ERULEKENEARESHERK
HRIIEK AR TR HEA KA (SO, =
62.40 %) , FLUE X0 A Z a5, 1R 20 E B 5 (I Nb/
U [ {H (5.79) #F — 2 48 ) Bl 7 U8 X (X 4R 48,
2005) . 5 T HbFE A A H I IE KA B £

A SRR T R (K] de) , 26 VR IX 5% B4 AH vl RE A7
AR 41 ;Rb Ba Fll Pb 1) 5 4 (18] 4d) W] BB S <
AR R FE B AN & (8 2b) , {H %A [R] s B
1% St M Eu 1E 5, 2 B 76 5% B AH b nl BB AR AE K
i AHS A s Ze—HEIE 5% 19 305 K Bl b 52 R 1A
{21 (Rudnick and Gao, 2003) , Ifij 5 #5158 A%
FEHEAST (Wang et al., 2016a) . JHAh, B2 KA
(19 Sr—Nd [F] v ZEFFAELFE 78 KB T HbAe IR X, 255
FIWZIE KA P RE IR T KB 2 5 Hh 52 1 43
AR

LA-ICP-MS #: 71 U-Pb jEAE 45 F R, &3
INERAIE R T e AR (1872 + 12) Ma) , Hidsg
T~2.5Gafil~1.95 Ga AR IENFE . KIEKS
(1) 53 5 PR 1= /IN T R Bl 52 - 238 (f.=—0.59 <f.=

http://geochina.cgs.gov.cn H1E LT, 2019, 46(5)



1100 T 5| Hy BT 20194F
16 8 .
(b)
14 7E ! E
12F 6F 1
2 .
3 10 SE owsm | JUR )iy E
MN M 103 : H2S
T8 1% 4t 5 E
36 3 :
z : i ;
4 2F :
S /
2 b 1 :
OIIII P I T . ol et Lo Lo 1N 0 ﬁw}ﬁ‘ ! Il
35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0
Si0,/% A/CNK
103(I)IIIIIIIIIIII| 104IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
C e d
q EREHR (@)
S =
= 10 =)
Z " =
% i ;
g J =
o r 3
EI0F Tz
o
IOOIIIIIIIIIIIIII | NN TN T N N S O I N N N N Y N N I I N |
La Ce PrNdSmEuGdTbDyHo ErTmYbLu Cs Ba U Ta Pb Pr Nd Zr Eu Dy Er Lu
Rb Th Nb La Ce Sr Sm Hf GdY Yb

K4 GERINERS T8 KT RAFE
(FHb5EFH4143%7% Rudnick and Gao, 2003)
Fig.4 Diagrams showing major and trace element features of the Helishan syenite
(the composition of lower crust after Rudnick and Gao, 2003)
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