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Fig.1 Distribution of molybdenum deposits in China

(Data from the Project of Research on Important Minerals and Regional Mineralization Regularity; 1084 Mo mineral deposits

(without classification of deposit types) marked in this map)
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Fz 1 DEETREET ICP-MS #H L THEMIRXER BAL: pyg/e)
Table 1 ICP-MS dating results of REE in molybdenite from molybdenum deposits in China

WG S B W Fh FE AR X Ei la Ce
1 HLH ZHEW W. Mo iy B R Ky i 1363 1468 1986
2 1L RN Cu(Mo) KA e =sir] KT B 1286 4494 5783
3 bRt TG TR Mo it B P 1132 1098 1544
4 ety i gy T Mo. Te Nl B R A7) 1440 324 6.59
5 PN e Mo K B IREH 1059 1124 2193
6 N WA Be. Mo AN Pepd et FRepir 93.0 8.01 1744
7 Ll pipesilbd Mo rhif AR ERjbikr 950 868 2048
8 ki Eiley aa Fe. Mo Rt R K 1305 166 342
9 ARG R Mo hp VL ¢l widb-drig@snldbB) - 1038 1005 1792
10 A A Mo N B HREUNE 1026 988 10.08
11 e i O Mo iy A R ARGR K L) 1653 3723 7203
12 Tl i der Cu(Mo) AN BE FRETUHE 1060 181 297
13 PNEAIl )RR Mo £ 45 )% PNl BE T A) 1750 2354 44.53
14 (el B T3 I AEDE Cu. Mo KA SRt AR 1556 030 0.69
15 WL i W(Mo) Pt WA TG TE) 944 021 051
16 ik )R Cu. W+ Mo Y FIERKR WA PE( ) 950 056 118
17 TR IR HE Mo ! B T V() 9.8 124 298
18 Tl J Ve Cu. Mo. W AN P R PG ) 93.8 1.10 221
19 e LT Z0E Mo Pb. Zns Ag B et KRzl LR 1470 1750 3476
20 [k ke ulieariely W. Mo Ay AFNKAE RV TTATD) 1573 050 1.08
21 Tt HE 9 g B Mo. W N KR RIS AT 1463 156 3.54
22 B T AL w K FIERKA IS P GHTTT) 1634 329 8.10
23 L4t LR W. Mo N Fep it RV ATS) 2182 2484 61.65
24 paedeat Tt L Pb. Zn. W. Mo L) RGO T AT 1570 133 271
25 Bl WIFTE o W KA AFNKAL W) 1610 1.02 266
26 MR BL RS Mo. W o B NN AU 1669 6151 1192
27 i i TLVGT-#0 W iy VEEAEl] T ZR (4T 1548 6145 1146
28 Kbt {LVET#0 W iy Rk R A< (i ) 1802 220 386
29 Koy TLVET-#0 W hy ATYERKA BRG] 1596 131 3.06
30 PNl L4 w K s ey SR il [l CFRE ) 1610 119 3.10
31 WHyE TIPER 4 w KA Pay ey Sl AU AR () 1574 229 523
32 eI HNLTIES Cu. Mo Y T bl 1557 072 135
33 Eipat FIE e Mo % & JEi- Y B k- 134.1 836 15.87
34 1) TG AR W-PbZn PN [ SEi] ELEERE T5) 1701 034 1.19
35 ey LG TR w A AYENKAL EEERE ) 1538 063 149
36 JEESI TLV9E RS W it W A ko RG] 1537 1276 256.1
37 FE L PR S W. Sn K e <! TS ZR () 1501 2569 6193
38 Al TLVGT#B W Nt YRR A ENEEe)) 1583 1035 24.01
39 0L 1L YLVGTA0 W, Cu, Fe, Ga thY ATHERK T ZR(HETT) 1591 1386 4357
40 ok TLVER X W K FYENKAL T ZR (4T 1557 075 1.98
41 B i VLTEHT W. Mo K B b-wivE 144.1 673 17.75
2 A FANIIEG @5 Mo. W Y FATENEA T ZR(HETT) 1556 076 1.76
43 [yl s 2% AN Mo A b seaRit! CELEF RG] 1627 068 146
4 [0y g VI P23 Mo KA PR LY RE ) 1616 798 1653
45 AL PSRRI AN Mo i B Jeals 2197 8003 16214
46 AL P S Mo. Cu PN B P fr AN 1552 6532 1295
47 At RGN Mo, Cu K By P A 1265 2650 4076
48 ooy W ﬁ’ﬁaq" Cu. Mo T L KU LB 1340 2631 6556
49 I_%wfﬂl‘ RERPALE Cu. Mo K PEETY fHRAa T 1806 2700 5547
50 AL N SR AE A Mo Ry B KRl LB 1318 1751 3846
51 i WA & Mo, W [N [ araii] AR 1614 34.66 69.70
52 0] nLmEg A ’,t,ﬁ; Cu, il 1823 649 1191
53 WL LG Cu. Mo Y B AL 1310 2151 4305
54 Ji VAT T Mos Pby Zn HLR B X e 143 1258 2624
55 Wik VU T ATV Ik Mo LEPN] B X e 510 1.75 376
56 HEA VG ST )30 Cu. Au LEpNA) B PRI g bt 1726 039 133
57 W54 P L ATLIE  Pby Zny Mo AT BiArREH 4] e 650 081 1.71
58 Hpk LS Cus Mo W ! AHENkA T 812 6.76 829
59 NI SRR, WL Mo. Be iy repaisit) RN 83.0 1.40 263
60 iatalll W H Mo thi ATERKTY AR 1050 8748 17533
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W RS X Pr Sm Lu Gd Tb Dy Ho Cr Tm Yb Lu
1 R 20.99 12.31 1.34 5.09 0.65 424 0.57 136 0.15 0.86 0.12
2 FLELL 5.47 415 0.51 137 0.18 1.01 020 0.46 0.05 029 0.04
3 bl e 14.61 22.09 0.57 258 0.65 3.74 1.02 1.69 022 1.10 0.17
4 Jbbis 0.81 1.11 0.10 0.52 0.07 0.40 0.07 0.19 0.03 0.17 0.02
5 TR 25.89 27.11 0.83 8.34 0.99 420 075 1.34 0.14 0.69 0.10
6 Pt 3.09 14.00 0.12 0.91 0.35 2.02 0.57 0.83 0.11 045 0.06
7 fiml 437 21.08 0.45 235 0.87 5.10 143 1.83 022 0.81 0.11
8 i 132 10.51 0.14 0.43 026 1.70 047 0.77 0.12 0.69 0.09
9 R 20.90 20.08 238 14.78 286 21.60 5.00 14.96 220 13.71 1.98
10 R 3.10 6.66 0.14 0.29 0.10 0.62 0.17 0.20 0.02 0.05 0.01
11 K 8.13 1128 0.79 284 0.46 2.54 049 0.97 0.13 0.68 0.09
12 B 243 20.78 0.05 0.11 0.57 347 1.19 1.12 0.12 0.10 0.01
13 KFELL 5.74 1421 0.61 1.88 0.43 253 061 1.16 0.14 0.63 0.09
14 el T T 0.84 8.00 0.03 0.03 0.12 0.71 024 0.24 0.03 0.04 0.01
15 N 1.24 13.05 0.01 0.01 0.18 1.09 038 0.36 0.04 0.04 0.01
16 T 0.56 479 0.02 0.14 0.08 0.54 0.15 027 0.04 024 0.05
17 TR 1.89 1630 0.02 0.11 0.28 1.72 0.57 0.53 0.06 0.06 0.01
18 EiR 1.30 11.34 0.07 0.10 0.16 0.99 032 038 0.04 0.10 0.02
19 T 3578 2029 131 8.73 1.16 6.17 1.29 3.80 0.54 351 0.52
20 i 0.94 8.71 0.04 0.17 0.16 1.04 028 0.35 0.04 0.14 0.02
21 T T HE 1.73 13.80 0.05 0.24 023 1.39 0.44 0.48 0.06 0.14 0.02
2 Frmik 2.06 1237 0.13 0.40 0.34 215 0.68 0.74 0.09 022 0.02
23 FE4bT 9.00 16.93 035 545 0.90 4.65 098 1.83 0.24 1.39 0.18
24 WYL EE 135 12.15 0.00 0.35 037 224 0.72 0.76 0.09 021 0.02
25 BRI 1.00 774 0.02 0.28 0.15 0.93 028 033 0.04 0.13 0.01
26 Pk 16.53 3228 0.52 5.03 1.01 5.44 127 207 025 1.15 0.14
27 FE i 15.06 2524 0.68 10.50 1.79 10.28 225 521 0.76 481 0.69
28 K 1.07 6.51 0.15 0.98 0.20 1.34 030 0.71 0.07 038 0.06
29 Kedrp* 0.91 6.10 0.17 0.87 023 1.39 034 0.76 0.09 0.47 0.06
30 NSRRI 1.50 1237 0.11 1.46 0.43 213 055 0.70 0.08 025 0.02
31 Bk 1.50 9.70 0.04 0.51 021 1.36 038 0.62 0.09 0.49 0.07
32 el 1.11 1023 0.08 022 0.17 1.03 033 0.36 0.04 0.11 0.02
33 LT RE 2.87 934 0.03 127 0.36 1.96 049 0.77 0.11 0.67 0.10
34 i 124 1222 0.01 0.02 0.33 1.97 0.68 0.58 0.07 0.01 0.01
35 YRS 1.61 15.82 0.06 0.09 0.29 1.82 0.58 0.59 0.06 0.10 0.01
36 EEI 30.34 19.83 1.07 7.60 0.69 2.88 045 133 0.17 121 0.19
37 it 8.07 12.13 0.10 736 1.65 10.91 1.99 5.92 1.06 7.61 1.01
38 S 412 15.36 0.21 2.64 0.73 436 1.09 1.94 0.28 1.66 023
39 PG .18 30.18 0.71 11.42 236 14.60 3.18 7.82 1.01 5.87 0.72
40 Ak Ty 1.45 13.71 0.03 1.60 0.70 432 1.06 1.80 0.29 1.85 0.27
41 5 it 333 13.00 0.52 248 0.55 339 078 1.52 020 1.05 0.14
42 HETT 1.11 942 0.01 0.48 0.18 1.11 032 0.50 0.06 0.31 0.05
43 [y ZE 246 24.19 0.04 0.06 0.40 243 081 0.78 0.09 0.08 0.01
44 itk 2% 3.26 15.85 037 1.74 0.58 3.63 0.98 1.52 0.18 0.71 0.08
45 ANIRA 171.0 97.64 5.59 50.22 723 36.61 6.59 19.27 2.65 18.26 2.70
46 FEyl 13.30 1228 0.68 5.80 0.90 6.28 1.04 298 0.42 3.04 0.50
47 AL 38.86 22.82 222 2270 3.30 18.87 3.77 11.12 1.50 10.08 175
48 LER 3] 9.12 20.08 025 17.93 470 3527 7.64 2517 391 27.16 3.68
49 kit 6.67 758 1.44 4.02 0.51 255 047 121 0.15 1.01 0.15
50 " 5.59 13.42 0.30 240 0.40 1.95 0.46 0.66 0.08 0.37 0.05
51 Mz 1L 8.58 20.02 0.60 263 0.46 245 0.63 0.80 0.07 0.16 0.02
52 | 1.94 8.72 0.07 0.14 0.12 0.67 022 022 0.02 0.03 0.01
53 i 5.15 6.08 0.63 226 0.30 153 030 0.71 0.08 0.47 0.06
54 i 354 7.19 0.50 1.17 0.23 1.22 030 0.48 0.05 0.21 0.02
55 vhik 270 24.01 0.09 0.19 0.19 1.20 038 038 0.03 0.04 0.01
36 HEAS 1.69 16.62 0.03 0.08 0.19 132 042 045 0.05 0.09 0.02
57 W fr 227 22.82 0.06 0.05 0.29 1.76 0.65 0.63 0.07 0.06 0.01
58 Pk 267 1578 0.12 1.09 0.34 215 0.57 1.01 0.12 0.56 0.07
59 [ N:RES 1.12 8.40 0.05 0.23 0.14 0.89 027 0.34 0.05 022 0.03
60 Zepaoll 21.51 33.14 161 8.58 142 7.65 1.70 3.40 0.41 220 033
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2%
R [ES T REE LREE HREE  LREE/HREE  (La/Yb)y 5 Lu 5 Ce 5 Sm
1 HlA 469.2 456.1 13.05 3495 115.4 0.52 0.86 131
2 HLIRLL 134.9 131.3 3.59 36.58 105.7 0.66 0.89 145
3 W 355.5 344.2 11.16 30.85 67.22 0.23 0.93 483
4 Aebris 16.43 14.95 1.48 10.09 12.87 0.39 0.98 216
5 P 493.0 476 .4 16.55 28.78 109.4 0.17 0.98 335
6 Ky 59.24 53.94 530 10.19 11.96 0.10 0.84 12.83
7 LAl 85.53 72.80 12.73 5.72 7.22 0.19 0.80 8.06
8 i 2698 2247 452 497 1.63 0.20 0.56 13.16
9 it 475.6 398.4 77.18 5.16 4.94 0.42 0.94 1.61
10 J 41.74 4028 1.46 27.61 1332 0.31 0.44 591
11 AGEIE 169.2 161.0 8.20 19.64 37.17 0.42 1.00 244
12 i 4430 37.61 6.69 5.62 12.61 0.09 034 3395
13 K 117.6 110.1 7.49 14.71 25.16 0.36 0.92 421
14 [75] £ T 14.82 13.41 1.41 951 5.58 0.15 033 2875
15 U 2256 2045 211 9.70 336 0.07 024 67.24
16 Ty 10.99 9.50 1.49 6.36 1.60 0.08 0.51 22.59
17 PRI 33.55 30.22 333 9.07 14.12 0.04 0.47 49.89
18 Fik 2343 2132 2.11 10.11 7.35 0.20 0.44 20.11
19 AL 712.9 687.2 2571 26.73 33.65 0.30 1.06 1.84
20 ST i 18.03 15.82 221 7.16 2.44 0.10 0.38 2237
21 Je T 30.70 2771 299 926 7.58 0.08 0.52 2527
22 Hr i 38.97 3434 463 742 10.24 0.18 0.75 12.73
23 FELRbT 163.1 147.4 15.63 943 12.03 0.11 0.99 525
24 Wb EE 2774 2299 476 483 436 0.01 0.49 79.42
25 T AL 18.80 16.63 218 7.64 518 0.05 0.63 2677
26 A 309.0 2927 16.34 17.91 36.16 0.12 0.90 6.09
27 JE T 309.9 273.6 36.30 7.54 8.62 0.13 0.91 4.40
28 Kbt 2248 18.45 4.03 457 3.96 0.18 0.61 838
29 K 19.81 15.60 421 3.70 1.86 0.22 0.68 795
30 = 3031 2468 5.63 439 326 0.08 0.56 15.63
31 Gt 28.86 25.13 3.73 6.74 3.14 0.06 0.68 1978
32 ER 20.86 18.59 227 820 435 0.17 036 16.91
33 Eaueat 5233 46.60 572 8.14 8.36 0.03 0.78 17.27
34 HF 4 23.84 20.17 3.67 5.50 18.70 0.08 0.44 52.49
35 YRS 30.03 26.49 3.54 748 4.10 0.14 035 27.64
36 HEL 559.8 5453 14.51 37.59 70.92 027 0.99 1.96
37 ST 172.6 135.1 3751 3.60 228 0.03 1.04 8.07
38 =gt} 83.50 70.58 12.93 5.46 422 0.10 0.88 8.99
39 Pl 183.4 136.4 46.99 2.90 1.59 0.12 0.98 6.11
40 Fae bt 3595 24.06 11.89 2.02 027 0.02 0.46 3549
41 1 fig7 U 6575 55.64 10.11 5.50 431 0.28 0.90 5.14
42 b 20.88 17.87 3.01 5.94 1.63 0.02 0.46 3861
43 [7e] > 2 43.58 3892 4.66 835 547 0.09 027 42.58
44 [iEl U 9% 66.37 56.94 9.42 6.04 7.62 022 0.78 7.6
45 AN L 3375 3231 143.53 2251 29.56 0.24 1.05 1.92
46 3851l 206.5 275.5 20.96 13.15 1447 025 1.06 218
47 PN 931.6 838.5 73.09 1175 17.72 0.30 0.97 1.49
48 L2t il 2834 158.0 125.45 1.26 0.65 0.04 1.02 7.16
49 LAkl 136.2 126.1 10.06 12.53 18.03 0.80 1.00 1.29
50 HE 104.81 98.45 6.36 15.48 31.53 0.16 0.94 5.44
51 i 175.1 167.9 7.22 2324 144.5 025 0.97 474
52 T 37.70 36.27 1.43 2535 133.9 0.21 0.81 12.94
53 W 102.8 97.06 571 17.01 30.79 0.52 0.98 1.82
54 il 6727 63.58 3.69 1723 40.83 0.53 0.95 297
55 il 46.32 4391 241 1822 28.81 0.13 042 2551
56 HERS 30.25 27.64 2.60 10.61 436 0.09 0.32 35.59
57 BIA5¢i74 41.17 37.66 3.51 10.73 8.76 0.19 0.30 3127
58 bk 50.53 44,61 592 7.54 8.11 0.08 0.47 15.09
59 IRELAE 2042 18.25 217 8.40 426 0.12 0.51 18.11
60 peaall| 4243 398.6 25.69 15.52 26.82 0.29 0.97 315

L AFEE I AR Re—Os AN R AU ; 6 Eu=FEuy/(SmyXGdy)'?; 8§ Ce=Cen/(LaxXPry)"?; 6 Sm=Smy/(NdxXEuy)",
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Fig.2 Covariant diagram of Re—Os ages of molybdenite and its XREE from molybdenum deposits in China
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Fig.3 Spatial variation curve of X REE in molybdenite from molybdenum deposits in China
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Table 2 Types of molybdenites REE patterns and their characteristics in molybdenum deposits of China
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Fig.6 Abnormal values of Eu, Ce and Sm of molybdenites from Mesozoic—Cenozoic molybdenum deposits in China
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REE characteristics of molybdenites from endogenous
molybdenum deposits in China

HUANG Fan', WANG Deng—hong', CHEN Yu—chuan’, WANG Chen—hui', TANG Ju—xing',
CHEN Zheng—hui', WANG Li—qiang', LIU Shan—bao', LI Jian—kang', LI Chao’,
ZHANG Chang—qing', YING Li—juan', WANG Yong—lei', LI Li—xing'

(1. MRL Key Laboratory of Metallogeny and Mineral Resource Assessment, Institute of Mineral Resources, CAGS, Beijing 100037, China;
2. Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Beijing 100037, China; 3. National Research Center for Geoanalysis, CAGS, Beijing 100037; China)

Abstract: As one of special mineral species deposits in China, molybdenum deposits have got considerable
prospecting breakthrough in recent years. Molybdenite, widely distributed in a variety of endogenous Mo
deposits, is a molybdenum —bearing mineral with the most significant econonic significance. In this study, the
authors chose molybdenite from 57 molybdenum deposits for ICP—MS REE dating. The results show that the
total REE values in molybdenum deposits are between 10.99 and 3374 p g/g (concentrated between 10.99 and
600 u g/g). The high REE amounts in molybdenite were formed in Yanshanian period (concentrated in the
Middle Jurassic — Early Cretaceous), North China has higher REE than South China, and independent Mo
deposits or Mo polymetallic deposits have higher REE than other deposits characterized by associated Mo mineral
assemblages. REE distribution patterns of molybdenites show diversity, but the patterns are not controlled by
metallogenic ages, types and mineral assemblages in different ore concentration areas. Molybdenites are
significantly enriched in LREE, and have strong negative Eu anomalies (§ Eu= 0.01~0.80), negative Ce anomalies
(6 Ce=0.24~1.06, Most are less than 1) and positive Sm anomalies (§ Sm=1.29~79.42). According to these
characteristics and distribution patterns of REE in molybdenite, 6 categories of molybdenite can be identified,
reflecting the different geneses of molybdenite or different natures of ore—forming fluids captured in the process of
molybdenite crystallization. Based on the experimental results of melt/fluid, the authors infer that molybdenum—
forming fluids are usually enriched in CO,, ClI- (may be also rich in F7) and some reducing gas compositions,
indicating a reducing environment. The quartz vein —type deposits, however, were formed in more oxidative
environment than porphyry deposits.

Key words: molybdenite ; REE ; distribution patterns; ore—forming fluids ; reducing environment
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