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Fig.1 Distribution of measured terrace sections of the Yellow River in source region of the Yellow River
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Fig.2 Erosion terrace section of the Kariqu River in Qumarleb County, Qinghai Province (P;)
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Fig.3 Erosion terrace section of the Yellow River in Zhalinghu Township, Qinghai Province (P,)
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Fig.4 Accumulation terrace section of the Yellow River in southeastern Yellow River Township, Qinghai Province (P;)
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Fig.5 Accumulation terrace section of the Yellow River in western Dariag County (50 km), Qinghai Province(P,)
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Fig.6 Accumulation terrace section of the Yellow River in west Dariag County, Qinghai Province (Ps)
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Fig.7 Accumulation terrace section of the Yellow River in north Jiuzhi county, Qinghai province (P;)
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Fig.8 Accumulation terrace section of the Yellow river in east Jigzhi County, Qinghai Province (P;)
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Table 1 Characteristics of the Yellow River in the upper reaches
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Table 2 ESR dating of the river terrace in the source region of the Yellow River
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Characteristics of river terraces and formation of the Yellow River in the
source region of Yellow River

HAN Jian—en', SHAO Zhao—gang', ZHU Da—gang', MENG Xian—gang', YU Jia', WANG Jin',
LV Rong—ping’, QIAN Cheng’, HE Cheng—guang*
(1. Institute of Geomechanics, Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Beijing 100081, China;2. Department of Geology & Mining, CNNC,

Beijing 100013, China; 3. Shenyang Center of China Geological Survey,Shenyang 110034, Liaoning, China ;4. Geological Survey Institute of
Henan Province, Zhengzhou 450001, Henan,China)

Abstract;Based on the systematic measurement and research, this paper considers that the terrace of the Yellow
River is composed mainly of the accumulation terraces and subordinately of erosion terraces in the source region of
the Yellow River, the height of the terrace is low, and the surface of the terrace is relatively flat. First—level river
terraces are only developed in the segment from the source of the Yellow River to the Gyaring Lake. Second—level
river terraces are developed in the segment from the outlet of the Ngoring Lake to Yellow River Township. Third—
level river terraces are developed in the segment from Yellow River Township to eastern Jigzhi County. Combined
with ESR dating results, the authors hold that terraces of the source region of the Yellow River were formed mainly
from late Middle Pleistocene to Holocene. T, river terrace was formed about 10 kaB.P., T, was formed from 58
kaB.P.~19 kaB.P., and T; was formed from 161 kaB.P.~25 kaB.P. The study of river terraces has shown that the
Yellow River of the source region was probably formed in late Late Pleistocene.

Key words:source region of the Yellow River; river terraces; formation of the Yellow River; Tibetan Plateau
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